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Introduction

Welcome to the Third Europe Matters newsletter. There was much
excitement at the last meeting of the Environment, Planning and
Countryside Committee as they held their first direct session with Brussels
via video conference. A member of Cabinet for the EU’s Environment
Commissioner, Stavros Dimas, discussed with them the EU’s Biodiversity
Action Plan and its implications for Wales and beyond.

As the Chair acknowledged, this a great way of bringing Brussels closer to
home and helping our engagement with Europe. The European and
External Affairs Committee will also be making more use of this technology
at forthcoming meetings to allow us to have direct dialogue with EU decision
makers.

As the Finnish Presidency of the EU passes its half-way mark, His
Excellency Jaakko Laajava, Finland’s Ambassador to the UK, will be
updating the European and External Affairs Committee on the 25™ October
on progress with their priorities and prospects for the remaining two months.
We’'ll also be taking further evidence in our review of European and global
citizenship.

If you'd like to find out more about the work of the Committees on EU
issues, please do not hesitate to get in touch.

Sandy Mewies
Chair of the European and External Affairs Committee
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European and External Affairs Committee

25 October 2006

¢ Functions of the Committee in the Third Assembly — Members will
suggest what functions an EEAC might have in the 3rd Assembly, to aid the
deliberations of the Standing Orders Committee.

¢ EU Presidency — Members will hear from His Excellency Jaakko
Laajava, Ambassador of Finland to the UK on the progress of Finland’s
Presidency of the EU.

¢ European Citizenship Education Policy Review — the Committee will
receive evidence from Oxfam Cymru.

Environment, Planning and Countryside Committee

26 October 2006

¢ CAP Simplification — The Committee will discuss the recent
conference on the simplification of the Common Agricultural Policy held by
the European Commission in Brussels on 3-4 October 2006.

Related items

15 November 2006

¢ All-Wales Fisheries Strategy — the Committee will scrutinise the
Welsh Assembly Government’s strategy.

Enterprise, Innovation and Networks Committee

Related items

9 November 2006

¢ Review of EDT Committee’s Report on Energy Policy in Wales —
the meeting will be devoted to taking evidence to review developments

since the Committee’s original report, which was adopted in two parts — in
January 2003 (part one) and April 2003 (part two).

Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills Committee

18 October 2006

¢ European Qualifications Framework (EQF) — The Committee will
receive a paper to note on the EQF and its relationship with the Credit and
Qualifications Framework for Wales.
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European and External Affairs Committee

27 September 2006

¢ First Minister’s Report — items discussed include the state aids
regional aid map; Wales’ “Contract of Confidence” with the European
Commission in relation to auditing EU structural funds programmes; EU
enlargement; Wales’ representation on Ecosoc.

¢ Structural Funds: Convergence Programme for West Wales & the
Valleys — Members agreed to respond to the Welsh Assembly
Government'’s consultation.

¢ Subsidiarity Monitoring — the Committee agreed to consider
participating in the Committee of the Regions’ second test of its subsidiarity
monitoring network. The subject of the test will be the Commission
documents on “the European Qualifications Framework” and “efficiency and
equity in european education and training systems”.

Culture, Welsh Language and Sport Committee

11 October 2006

¢ Minister’s Report — The Minister’s report highlighted the Assembly
Government’s activities to celebrate the European Day of Languages (26
September 2006), with the focus being on bilingual working.

28 September 2006

¢ European Digital Libraries — The Committee examined the digitisation
of cultural heritage (including EU plans for a European Digital Library), with
a presentation from the National Library of Wales.

Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills Committee

5 October 2006

¢ Special Educational Needs — The Committee visited Denmark to
gather evidence for its on-going policy review on special educational needs.

Enterprise, Innovation and Networks Committee

20 September 2006

¢ Minister’s report — it included items on the progress on the structural
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funds programmes and the launch of the convergence consultation
document.

¢ Structural Funds: Convergence Programme for West Wales & the
Valleys - Members agreed a response to the Welsh Assembly
Government’s consultation.

Environment, Planning and Countryside Committee

11 October 2006

¢ Biodiversity — The Committee received a presentation from a Member
of Cabinet of the EU’s Environment Commissioner, Stavros Dimas, on the
Commission’s Communication ‘Halting the Loss of Biodiversity by 2010 —
and beyond'.

28 September 2006

¢ Biodiversity — The Committee had a discussion on the Welsh Assembly
Government stance paper on the EU Commission’s Communication on
‘Halting the Loss of Biodiversity by 2010 — and beyond’ and agreed to
invite the Commission to present its document to the Committee.

¢ Minister’'s Report — The Committee discussed with the Minister the
Rural Development Plan for Wales 2007-2013 and the impact of EU
negotiations on the draft rules on voluntary modulation; EU rules on
Bluetongue and the EU’s Emissions Trading Scheme.

Health and Social Services

28 September 2006

¢ Minister’s report — Members received an update on “designed to
Comply”, the Welsh Assembly Government's report on NHS Wales’
compliance with the current European Working Time Directive.

Local Government and Public Services

4 October 2006

¢ Update on EU issues — Members requested further information from
the Welsh Assembly Government on the implications for Wales of recent
developments relating to EU public procurement rules.

*Please note transcripts may take 5-10 days to appear after the meeting has
taken place
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For further information Contact

The National Assembly for Wales EU Office (Assembly Parliamentary Service)
Rond Point Schuman 11

1040 Brussels

Belgium

0032 2 226 66 90

For more information, please contact Anna Daniel, Head of Office
(anna.daniel@wales.gsi.gov.uk) or Ross McCalden, EU Policy Officer
(ross.mccalden@wales.gsi.gov.uk)

This e-mail has been sent to you as we think it may be of interest to you. If you
do not wish to receive future editions of this newsletter, or if you have not
received this directly and would like to add your name to the mailing list, please
e-mail Ross McCalden.

This document has been prepared by the Members’ Research Service to provide information
about the Assembly’s activities and for no other purpose. Every effort has been made to
ensure that the information is accurate, however, we cannot be held responsible for any
inaccuracies found later in the original source material, provided that the original source is not
the Members’ Research Service itself. This document does not constitute an expression of
opinion by the National Assembly, the Welsh Assembly Government or any other of the
Assembly’s constituent parts or connected bodies.
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