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CALL FOR EVIDENCE

ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMMITTEE INQUIRY: FUNDING OF VOLUNTARY
SECTOR ORGANISATIONS

The Communities and Culture Committee has chosen to carry out an inquiry
into the funding of voluntary sector organisations in Wales and is calling for
those with an interest or expertise in this area to submit written evidence.

Background

There are some 30,000 voluntary and other third sector organisations in
Wales; with a total income in excess of £1 billion. The main source of income
is government funding, contributing roughly a third of income to this sector.
Our inquiry will gather evidence on generic issues associated with Welsh
Assembly Government funding of the voluntary sector; so that we can identify
specific problems and examples of good practice — and make appropriate
recommendations to the Welsh Assembly Government.

Terms of Reference

To carry out a scrutiny inquiry into the Welsh Assembly Government’s
strategic approach to the funding of voluntary sector organisations in Wales.
The Committee will:

o Examine the Welsh Assembly Government’s policy for funding
voluntary organisations;

o Examine policy directions issued to relevant funding bodies;
o Examine procedures for monitoring the outcomes of such funding;
o Examine 'gender budgeting’ issues with regard to such funding;

o Examine the ease or difficulty experienced by relevant organisations in
accessing funding; and

e Submit a report to the appropriate Welsh Minister, with

recommendations.
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The call for evidence is to seek your views on the following issues:

1. Ease or difficulty of obtaining funding from the Welsh Assembly
Government or relevant national funding bodies.

2. Ease or difficulty in complying with constraints or conditions placed on
funding.

3. Issues related to the duration or timing of funding.
4. Any other comments relevant to the inquiry.

Interested parties are invited to submit written evidence to the Clerk of the
Committee at the address below, to arrive no later than Friday 30 November
2007. If possible, please supply an electronic version in MS Word or Rich
Text Format, either by e-mail Community.Culture.Comm@Wales.gsi.gov.uk
or on a disk.

Please indicate whether you would be interested in presenting your views to
the Committee.

It is normal practice for the National Assembly to publish evidence provided to
a committee. Consequently your response may appear in a report or in
supplementary evidence to a report. The National Assembly will not publish
information which it considers to be personal data.

In the event of a request for information submitted under UK legislation, it may
be necessary to disclose the information that you provide. This may include
information which has previously been removed by the National Assembly for
publication purposes.

If you are providing any information, other than personal data, which you feel
is not suitable for public disclosure, it is up to you to stipulate which parts
should not be published, and to provide a reasoned argument to support this.
The National Assembly will take this into account when publishing information
or responding to requests for information.

Membership of the Committee: Janice Gregory (Chair), Peter Black, Paul
Davies, Nerys Evans, Lesley Griffiths, Mark Isherwood, Dai Lloyd, Lynne
Neagle, Joyce Watson
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