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Actions relating to the Equality of Opportunity Committee 
Meeting held on 10 March 2009 
 
Thank you for your email of 19 March 2009 regarding actions and 
queries from the WLGA’s attendance at the Equality of Opportunity 
Committee meeting held on Tuesday 10 March.  
 
Actions 
 

• Steve Thomas to provide the Committee with WLGA 
briefing on work being carried out in relation to older 
people.  

 
I have attached the briefing as part of this response. I am also 
attaching a briefing that was produced for elected members on the 
work of local government for and with older people. If you require 
any further information about our broader work on ageing and older 
people, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
 

• Steve Thomas to provide the Committee with a 
benchmarking study on housing adaptations for people 
with disabilities.   

 
The benchmarking study is currently being consulted upon with 
members of the benchmarking club. This process will be shortly 
completed and a copy will be sent to you.  

Steve Thomas 
Chief Executive 
Prif Weithredwr 
 
Welsh Local 
Government 
Association 
Local Government 
House 
Drake Walk 
CARDIFF CF10 4LG 
Tel: 029 2046 8600 
F 029 2046 8601

 
• Steve Thomas to ask Local Authorities if there are 

problems with meeting the 6 month deadline for 
informing applicants of the outcome of their 
applications for a Disabled Facilities Grants.   
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Authorities were contacted and within the short time available nine 
responded. All but two confirmed that 100% of applications are 
responded to within the six month period. The remaining two 
Authorities reported figures of 98% and 96% and advised that 
difficulties in meeting the 6 month deadline occur when contact 
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cannot be made with the applicant, for example when there is a hospital admission or 
where needs change and require reassessment.  
  

• Steve Thomas to provide information on Local Authority Reserves and 
Capital Expenditure 

 
Local authorities in Wales have a statutory responsibility to set and maintain adequate 
reserves in order that they can provide for the future financial needs of their communities. 
The Local Government Act 2003 requires each authority’s chief financial officer to report on 
the adequacy of these reserves within their budget proposals each year. The level of 
reserves held by each local authority will be dependent on its assessment of the external 
and internal risks they face, and will be scrutinised by their external auditor 
 
At 1st April 2008 the total non-school reserves across Wales amounted to £621m. Of this 
only, £176m (or 3.7% of net revenue expenditure) is unallocated, or available for general 
contingency use should the need arise. The remainder are held as earmarked reserves 
where the funds are held for specific purposes, such as insurance, winter maintenance, 
repairs and renewals of vehicles as well as being held for specific capital projects.  
 
Due to their finite nature, it is not prudent to plan to use reserves for ongoing revenue 
expenditure as this will simply store up problems for the future, hence the reason that they 
are often best suited for capital purposes or other similar one-off expenditure.  
 
Unfortunately, capital resources are also under increasing pressure, with the potential 
expenditure across all service areas far outstripping the resources available. Capital grants 
and supported borrowing from the Assembly Government have fallen as a proportion of 
total capital expenditure over the last few years. The proportion of total local authority 
capital expenditure funded from their own resources, (unsupported borrowing, capital 
receipts, use of reserves) has risen from 23% (£230.7m) in 2005-06 to 32% (£361.6m) in 
2007-08. To compound this, capital programmes have been severely hit by the fall in 
property and land values and the reduction in sales. In a recent WLGA survey on the 
effects of the recession on local authorities, 20 of the 22 authorities reported that capital 
development had been adversely affected in their area. This will make it increasingly 
difficult for local authorities to supplement the capital resources they receive through the 
Welsh Assembly Government with capital receipts, and be an additional burden on the use 
of reserves. Examples of capital projects include the funding of three new schools in 
Newport; £2.8m on the provision of adaptations in Swansea’s council housing stock; 
schools reorganisation plans across Wales; city centre redevelopment projects (particularly 
important in the current economic climate); improvements and refurbishment of leisure 
centres and libraries; structural maintenance of roads to ensure that they are safe; and so 
on. 
 

• Steve Thomas to clarify why some Local Authorities provided a nil-return 
for some categories within the Performance Indicator.  

 
Nine Authorities responded within the short timescale and all reported that the only reason 
they record a nil response is when there is no information to be reported.  
 

• Steve Thomas to provide further information about the differentiation 
between adaptations for children and older people.    
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From the transcript, the issue that was raised was an offer made by the WLGA to ask older 
people’s fora whether the issue of the differentiation between younger and older peoples 
waiting times for adaptations had been raised as an issue. A short survey was conducted 
and for those local authorities that responded, all indicated that the issue had not been 
raised in local fora. From our perspective, this is not a surprise and anecdotally it is clear 
that this is not a priority issue for older people’s fora which cover a whole range of issues. 
Of course, there is a wider point that until the performance indicator is changed it is 
difficult to prove the issues of differentiation one way or another. This very point was made 
clearly by several attendees at the Committee meeting.  
 
Additional Queries 
 

• Individual Value of the Grants 
 
The data available for disabled facilities grants does not differentiate between younger and 
older recipients. Our response to you in the written and oral submissions to Committee 
identified the belief from local practitioners that as the adaptations for younger recipients 
can be more complex – and that a greater cost and waiting time can result from this. It is 
not our belief that this is a result of discrimination but of the complexities of the different 
cases.  
 
Previous Action Points 

 
• Information about discretionary monies available to fast-track older 

people in urgent need of adaptations 
 
The Welsh Local Government Association response to this question can be found in our 
written submission to the Committee. If you have any specific questions relating to this, 
please contact me using the details below.  
 

• Partnership working with Care and Repair 
 
Within the Committee, evidence was given from local government about their extensive 
working with Care and Repair agencies. Representatives from Caerphilly and 
Carmarthenshire spoke specifically about their integrated working with Care and Repair 
which included co-location. We would also be keen to share some of the concerns around 
future funding for Care and Repair against a backdrop of increasing demand and economic 
uncertainty.  
 
Working with Care and Repair is the most common relationship with an external agency 
that local authorities have in this area. In addition to the funding that Care and Repair 
receives from the Welsh Assembly Government, the majority of local authorities choose to 
fund Care and Repair above the grant that they receive from the Assembly.   
 

• Investment into Local Authority Occupational Therapy Services in the last 
15 years 

 
The response to this question would take a significant time period and resource to 
investigate and it is not felt that neither we, nor local authorities would be able to respond 
to this particular query within this short time period.  

 
I hope that this information is of use to the Committee. 



 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Naomi Alleyne 
Director, Equality and Social Justice  

 

Printed on recycled paper - Wedi’i argraffu ar bapur eildro 

 

The WLGA welcomes correspondence in Welsh or English - Mae WLGA yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg neu Saesneg 


	 

