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Dear Val,

The Proposed Children and Families (Wales) Measure and the Children and Young
People Committee Report “Child Poverty in Wales: Eradication through Education?”

As you will recall, | copied you into my correspondence of 28 April 2009 to the Minister for
Social Justice and Local Government, regarding the impact of the Proposed Children and
Families (Wales) Measure, on the Welsh Government's response to the Children and
Young People Committee Report “Child Poverty in Wales: Eradication through Education?”

I attach a copy of the Minister’s reply to my correspondence, dated 22 May 2009.

[ welcome much of the detail in the Minister’s letter and annex. I was, initially, disappointed
at the limited explanation as to why the Proposed Measure would only require Welsh
Ministers to report once every three years on the extent to which the objectives, outlined in
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However, | have also noted the following exchange at the Legislation Committee 2 meeting
of 21 May 2009:

“Brian Gibbons: That is largely possible at the moment. We have published the child
wellbeing monitor, which is a fairly substantial overall view of how children are getting on in
Wales. We have also published the 31 targets of 'Eradicating Child Poverty in Wales—
Measuring Success’, and perhaps Jeff or Gareth can say something about that. That happened
only last October or November. So, effectively, that is what we will have. We will have the

about either of those datasets, we would be more than pleased to do so. I think that we have
the essential tools in place as we speak.”

goes some way to allaying our concerns over the Welsh Government's reporting
arrangements.

I would be grateful if your Committee would take this correspondence into account in your
consideration of the Proposed Measure.

Yours sincerely
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Helen Mary Jones AC / AM
Cadeirydd / Chair
helen-mary.iones;@wales.qov.uk







